Synergy: Facets of Research in Open Learning
OBJECTIVES
The main objectives of the study are :
(i)    To study the views of Science Counsellors of the Open University
on Science courses with regard to course material, conduct of
practical contact sessions, problems faced by counsellors with
students of formal and non-formal streams;
(ii)   To find out the components of the conduct of science programmes
which are viewed by the students as important and useful;
(iii) To study the conduct of the practical contact sessions;
(iv) To find out how the response to science programmes, if introduced
at post-graduate and at vocational levels, will be;
(v)   To recommend the strategies to be taken up by the University
a)   to improve performance of science students at all levels - entry,
course material, conduct of practicals and laboratory
record-cum-manual;
b)  to improve the performance of the science counsellors on the
given functions of counsellors;
c)   to guide the role of science subject departments of the Open
University in the context of identified areas of improvement.
METHODOLOGY
Counsellors of Science subjects viz., Chemistry, Physics, Botany,
Zoology and Geology of the Open University were approached. A
questionnaire designed and developed for this purpose was given to
115 counsellors and a total of 105 were found answered, giving a return
rate of 91%. The findings are based on the responses to the
questionnaires.
THE QUESTIONNAIRE
The questionnaire developed consisted of 28 questions. The
questions touched the aspects of counsellors* teaching experience,
problems they face with students, those without +2/Intermediate
qualifications; conduct of practicals and counselling classes; use of audio
and video by counsellors for counselling and practical sessions and so
on.
The answers to the various questions posed in the questionnaire
were expected on rating scales.
RESULTS
The answers were analysed and represented in tables as follows:
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